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Personal Statement for Application for Membership-Chair Elect of Southern SGIM 

As long as I can remember, I have loved to teach and “play doctor”.  
My earliest memories of “playing teacher” are when at the age of ten, I taught my youngest 
sister her alphabets. Around the same time several of my cousins and siblings had the dubious 
honor of being treated in my makeshift hospital! 
I therefor naturally gravitated towards a clinician educator track when it came time to make a 
career choice. Much as I love to teach and heal mankind, I found myself at somewhat of a 
professional impasse a few years ago. Clinical responsibilities and young kids at home claimed 
most of my time, leaving little time to pursue any activities to foster professional growth. 
Enter SSGIM – a colleague suggested I join this Society as it offered a multitude of personal 
and professional development opportunities. “It is just the right sized organization- you don’t feel 
lost as you would in some other mammoth organizations. It’s the perfect size to foster 
meaningful professional relationships” Although I was skeptical, I did join and quickly found out 
she had not exaggerated. 
The camaraderie and openness with which I was embraced as a new member was the hook! 
In SSGIM I have found a professional home to which I have returned almost every year since 
then. 
The extremely supportive SSGIM leadership AND membership gave me the confidence to 
explore roles beyond my traditional clinician educator realm. Signing up for a session with one 
of the SSGIM Mentors educated me in reorienting my strategy for scholarly activities, so I could 
be more productive despite having a fulltime commitment to clinical duties. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being a reviewer and judge for the SSGIM conferences for several 
years now. I treaded waters of moderator role as well and found it to be yet another great 
learning experience in communication skills, time management, thinking on your feet….. 
I have had the privilege of serving as the Co-Chair of the Clinical Vignette Committee this year. 
I always knew that a lot of work went into putting a successful Meeting together but actually 
working with the team behind the scenes has given me a whole new perspective of the kind of 
“big picture” and “micro details management” that goes into this. 

Armed with all of the above experiences, I feel confident in seeking your support for the 
Membership Chair Elect Position. As Membership Chair, I would explore feasibility of initiatives 
that could help increase the organization recruitment of new members and retention of the old 
ones. 
There are several academic programs in the Southwest region that do not have a presence in 
SSGIM. We could reach out to them and explore any barriers that have kept them from joining. 
As with any organization, people join if they feel there is some value in it. I would seek to 
harness the particulars of this Value and present to our target audience – Medical students, 
Residents and Junior/ Mid-Career Faculty etc 
Reviving Institutional Champions would be worth exploring. These individuals could play a 
crucial role in reaching out institutionally and helping expand membership. 

My primary focus remains “education”, however I am becoming a QI/PS enthusiast. I have 
mentored our residents in their QI projects and have begun to serve on task force/ steering 
committees that address QI/PS issues. Ethics is another area of interest of mine with almost all 
aspects of our patient care delivery. 



Although I don’t claim any special skills, It would truly be a privilege for me to give back to 
SSGIM by serving in this leadership role if given the chance! 

. 

Lubna U Khawaja MD – SSGIM, Membership Chair Elect Candidate 
Excerpts from Curriculum Vitae 

(the whole thing would put anyone to sleep!) 

Education/ Training 

1993-1997: Medicine Pediatrics Residency Program 
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas 

1986-1991: Bachelor of Medicine Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 
Aga Khan University Medical College, Karachi, Pakistan 
Graduated with Honors 

Professional Positions 

1997-2001:  Faculty, Med Peds Residency Training Program 
St Joseph’s Mercy Health System, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

2003-Present:  Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine, 
Houston  

2017-Present:  Department Lead Elective Officer for Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine 
2016- present: Chapter Leader – SHM Houston Chapter  

SGIM Activities   
Member since 2013   
Regional and national vignettes and workshop reviewer ( 2014,2016,2017, 2019) 
Regional Meetings Poster Judge ( 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019) 
Regional Meetings Moderator Innovations/ Vignette Oral Presentations (2015, 2018, 2019) 
Southern Regional Meeting Planning Committee (2020) 
Clinical Vignette Committee Co Chair  (2020)  

Awards   
2019 – Norton Rose Fullbright Excellence Award in Teaching and Evaluation 
2019- Women of Excellence Award, Baylor College of Medicine 
2014 & 2017 - Certificates of Recognition for Excellence in Leadership , Mentoring and Patient 
Care, Awarded by Hospital Nursing Administration 
2018 – Physician Champion of the Quarter Awarded by hospital administration For outstanding 
and dedicated service 



2017- STAR volunteer Award by Association of Physicians of Pakistani Descent in North 
America – South Texas Chapter for volunteer services at health fairs for victim of Hurricane 
Harvey) 


